For many years, established publishing houses have observed diminished costs per unit in response to greater production volume. But electronic publishing charges at present levels may be seen as excessive, unless special factors can be put forth to justify why US$3000 is required to publish a scholarly manuscript on the internet. 1 That the value of open access is recognized by charitable foundations is to be commended. But whether a philanthropic entity pays is not the issue. Steep surcharges in web-based publishing serve to drive away submissions from independent researchers who are not funded, not wealthy, or just not lucky enough to get a discretionary waiver. We agree that publication costs are legitimate research costs, but how high will such fees need to rise before the internet publishing community is asked for a receipt? To preserve the public trust, it may be time to audit the toll booth on the information highway. Wet-nursing and rickets Layinka Swinburne (JRSM August 2006 1 ) provides fascinating documentation that rickets was well-established in London by the early 17th century. However, the widespread prevalence of rickets is commonly ascribed to the industrial revolution of the 19th century, with increased pollution and closely crowded urban dwellings reducing the exposure of children to sunshine. 2 The origin of rickets before the industrial revolution may relate to the widespread practice of wet-nursing alluded to in the article. Infants from wealthier parishes were sent out of London to wet-nurses in country parishes. 3 Nursed children of wealthy parents apparently had the greatest risk of rickets. The wetnurse engaged in continuous breast feeding, even nursing several children simultaneously. Nursed children were included in the country family of the wet-nurse and not necessarily deprived of sunshine.
As the duration of lactation increases, the concentration of calcium in breast milk declines. 4 Consequently, the calcium intake of very young infants who were wet-nursed was probably considerably less than required for adequate bone mineralization. Although calcium in breast milk is more bioavailable than that of cow's milk, the concentration of calcium in breast milk is only about one quarter the concentration of calcium in cow's milk. As Swinburne points out, non-dairy weaning paps would further aggravate marginal calcium intake. The appearance of nutritional rickets in the 17th century probably resulted primarily from restricted calcium intake rather than from vitamin D deficiency, coinciding with the increased adoption of wetnursing.
Nutritional rickets exists along a spectrum ranging from isolated vitamin D deficiency to isolated calcium deficiency. 5 Nutritional rickets may most often result from relative calcium and vitamin D deficiencies interacting with genetic and environmental factors. Although calcium deficiency as a cause of rickets has been relatively recently described, it may have been the primary cause of nutritional rickets prior to the industrial revolution.
I read with interest the article by Aronson and Ramachandran, 1 who suggest that the ogre in the illustration by Gustave Dore for Charles Perrault's fairy tale Tom Thumb has exopthalmos (Figure 1 ). I think their suggestion is unlikely. Dore's obese, bloated gargantuan would surely be more likely to suffer with noninsulin dependent diabetes mellitus, hypertension and metabolic syndrome than ophthalmopathy. Dore's illustration of the violent, drunk and overweight bully was no doubt intended as a caricature and parody of male behaviour consistent with Perrault's presumed wish to use this tale in part as an allegory for domestic violence. Another illustration of the same ogre appears not to show exopthalmos (Figure 2) . 
